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Abstract:

Objectives: This study compared the psychomotor performance and driving ability of patients with chronic
pain managed with stable regimens of opioid analgesics with that of normal healthy volunteers. The
hypothesis was that patients with chronic pain on stable opioid analgesic regimens operate their automobiles
safely with proficiency equal to normal volunteer controls.

Methods: Patients were evaluated for errors while driving their own automobile through a predetermined
route in the community, including variable residential and highway conditions, and for speed and accuracy on
repeated trials through a 5-station obstacle course that evaluated forward and reverse driving, turning, and
parallel parking. Patients also completed the Test of Variables of Attention and the Digit Symbol Substitution
Test.

Results: No significant differences were observed among groups in driving performance in the community
and on the obstacle course or on the Test of Variables of Attention. Results on dependent measures within
the opioid group generally were not correlated with morphine equivalent daily opioid doses, which averaged
118 mg (median 40 mg).

Conclusions: Many patients with chronic pain, even if treated with potent analgesics such as morphine and
hydromorphone, show comparable driving ability as normals.

(C) 2005 Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Inc.

Copyright © 2007, Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. All rights reserved.
Published by Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
Copyright/Disclaimer Notice ¢ Privacy Policy

m Subscribe to our RSS feed

http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/abstract...phXjLOYGIZ1LGGmMcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1 [11/5/2007 3:02:52 PM]


http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/redirecthandler.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1?name=lwwonline&type=external
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/menulogin.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/etocs.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/menuselectaccnt.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
javascript:newWindow('/pt/re/clnjpain/redirecthandler.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1?name=rightnowweb&type=external','rightnowweb','width=737,height=550,location=no,toolbar=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes')
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/home.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/search.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/currenttoc.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/issuelist.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/toc.00002508-200507000-00000.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1?startIndex=1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/abstract.00002508-200507000-00009.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/abstract.00002508-200507000-00011.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/fulltext.00002508-200507000-00010.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/pdfhandler.00002508-200507000-00010.pdf;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/copyrightdisclaimer.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/privacypolicy.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/toccurrentrss.xml;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1
http://www.clinicalpain.com/pt/re/clnjpain/rss.htm;jsessionid=Hv2ZvtwVNG08yXppMcl52YpDyssF5gphXjL0YGlZ1LGGmcH5TFHD!1821113646!181195629!8091!-1

	clinicalpain.com
	The Clinical Journal of Pain - Abstract: Volume 21(4) July/August 2005 p 345-352 The Effect of Opioids on Driving and Psychomotor Performance in Patients With Chronic Pain.


